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greater profit there only by means of what it takes from
somebody else and somewhere else. Or, is congressional
interference to correct the errors of John, James and
William, and to make the idle, industrious, and the extrav-
agant prudent? Any one who believes it must believe
that the welfare of mankind is not dependent on the reason
and conscience of the interested persons themselves, but on
the caprices of blundering ignorance, embodied in a selected
few, or on the trickery of lobbyists, acting impersonally and
at a distance.

(JB) NECESSABY CONDITIONS OF SUCCESSFUL PROTECTIVE
LEGISLATION.
23.   Suppose, however, that it were true that Congress
had the power (by some exercise of the taxing function) to
influence   favorably   the   industrial   development   of the
country: is it not true that men of sense would demand to
be satisfied on three points, as follows?
24.  (a) If Congress can do this tiling, and is going to try
it, ought it not, in order to succeed, to have a distinct idea of
what it is aiming at and proposes to do?   Who would have
confidence in any man who should set out on an enterprise
and who did not satisfy this condition?    Has Congress
ever satisfied it?   Never.    They have never had any plan
or purpose in their tariff legislation.   Congress has simply
laid itself open to be acted upon by the interested parties,
and the product of its tariff legislation has been simply the
resultant of the struggles of the interested cliques with
each other, and of the log-rolling combinations which they
have been forced to make among themselves.   In 1882
Congress did pay some deference, real or pretended, to the
plain fact that it was bound, if it exercised this mighty
power and responsibility, to bring some intelligence to
bear on it, and it appointed a Tariff Commission which